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LOCAL GOVERNMENT — AMALGAMATIONS — GOVERNMENT’S COMPETENCE 

Statement 

HON KATE DOUST (South Metropolitan — Deputy Leader of the Opposition) [5.53 pm]: I sat here and 
listened to that debate and I cannot let it go through to the keeper. It is all very well for Hon Nick Goiran to talk 
about having a competent opposition. Let me tell him what the opposition would like to see in government. We 
would like to see some integrity. We would like to see a government that delivers on its promises to the 
community. We would like to see it not break promises to that community. We would like to see the government 
manage its budget appropriately and not shut down programs of funding and commitments to the community 
that the community relies upon. We would like to see the government have a plan for our state. We would like to 
see it provide opportunities for employment for our youth in the future. We would like to see it put in place 
systems so that our young people can have a decent standard of living in the suburbs. We would like to see 
decent transport infrastructure throughout our state. We do not want to see the traffic congestion this government 
has forced upon the people of this state. We would like to see it bring into this place bills that have been well 
thought out and structured in appropriate language, rather than wasting our time trying to fix up the damage to 
the legislation. We would like to see a government that is indeed, in Hon Nick Goiran’s own words, “competent 
and up to the game”. 

This government is not up to the game, and time and again it demonstrates to the community of this state its 
ongoing failures. I say to the member for South Metropolitan Region, it is quite amusing that he would get up 
and have a go at Hon Ken Travers, who pursued that motion in the best interests of our community here in 
Western Australia. The issue of local government mergers is a major issue for our community. 

Several members interjected. 

The PRESIDENT: Order! 

Hon KATE DOUST: It is a matter on which this government has consistently deceived our community. If 
government members were to go into their own electorates they would see how angry the community is. 

Several members interjected. 

Hon KATE DOUST: Hon Ken Travers did the job he had to do, and if Hon Nick Goiran is raising this matter 
today — 

Several members interjected. 

The PRESIDENT: Order! Settle down, members, we are nearly there. 

Hon KATE DOUST: You are right; thank you, Mr President. If the member is raising this matter today, simply 
because his country cousins did not support the government on this occasion, it is a shame we did not take it to 
a vote because the government’s own colleagues were not going to support it. 

Hon Nick Goiran interjected. 

The PRESIDENT: Order! 

Hon KATE DOUST: When the member complains in here about the opposition, he should look in his own 
mirror. 

Hon Nick Goiran interjected. 

The PRESIDENT: Order! Hon Nick Goiran has had his 10 minutes; that is all he gets. 

Hon KATE DOUST: Thank you, Mr President. I know it is very difficult for people sitting on the back row 
who do not always get the opportunity to speak up except on rare occasions such as when our comrades arced up 
today about trade offices—well done to them. But the rest of them sit there quietly and cop the nonsense this 
government puts upon the community. If government members want to talk about competence, let us have 
a discussion about integrity and delivering truth back to this community. You are a failure! 

House adjourned at 5.56 pm 
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